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Name:__________________________

Date:____________ Core:__________

Introduction:  

You have been reading and learning about the geography and climate of Mesopotamia.  This affected many aspects of Mesopotamian life, from trade and farming, and being attacked by hostile enemies.  You will be labeling and coloring a map which will show the location of basic land, water bodies, and settlements.  In addition, you will be writing an expository paragraph explaining how the geography of Mesopotamia affected its population and how it developed as an early civilization.

Purpose:  Identify and analyze the geography of Mesopotamia.

Directions:  Using the maps in your book from chapter 3 to label the following items in black ink on your map.  

Bodies of Water:
1. Mediterranean Sea

2. Persian Gulf

3. Tigris River

4. Euphrates River

5. Nile River
6. Red Sea
7. Black Sea
8.  Caspian Sea

Settlements:

1. Ur

2. Uruk

3. Kish

4. Akkad

5. Babylon

Islands:

1. Cyprus

Regions:

1. Sumer

2. Fertile Crescent

3. Syrian Desert

4. Arabian Peninsula

5. Zagros Mountains

6. Taurus Mountains

7. Sinai Peninsula

8. Asia Minor
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Requirements:
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Use                  to show mountain ranges on your map.

· Include a map key, compass rose, and title.

· Use a variety of colors (at least 5) on your map.  Use colored pencil and label with dark ink.

· Expository Paragraphs:

· On a separate sheet of paper, write two or more expository paragraphs about the geography of Mesopotamia.  

· The first paragraph should describe the geography, specifically the river system and where the settlements were located.

· The second paragraph should describe how the river system supported a growing civilization.  Think:  What did the people get from the river to help them survive?
· Use proper paragraph structure including a topic sentence, details/facts to support your topic, and a conclusion.  Hint:  restate the question as your topic sentence.
· Writing conventions count.  Use proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Use academic language from the text including key words, vocabulary and important concepts from the text.

· DO NOT PLAGERIZE.  Writing must be in your own words.

· Typing is preferred.  If you choose to hand-write your assignment, please do so in your neatest handwriting in blue or black ink.

· Write your name, date, and period in the upper right-hand corner of both papers.

Grading:

· You will be graded on:

· Neatness 

· Following directions

· The quality/expertise of your answers

· Writing conventions

· How well your illustrations relate to your writing

· Details, facts, and content related academic language.

· This project will be graded as a test grade for social studies worth ten points.

This project is due on :___________________________________________
Standards:
· Social Studies: Locate and describe the major river systems and discuss the physical settings that supported permanent settlement and early civilizations.
· Writing:  Write expository compositions (e.g., description, explanation, comparison and contrast, problem and solution): 
a. State the thesis or purpose. 

b. Explain the situation. 

c. Follow an organizational pattern appropriate to the type of composition.  

d. Offer persuasive evidence to validate arguments and conclusions as needed. 
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	Points 

	Paragraph #1: Geography
	    
	3

	Paragraph #2: 

Growing Civilization
	
	3

	Following directions 
	
	2

	Writing conventions
	
	2

	Map Accuracy (settlements, bodies of water, regions)
	
	5

	Map Key/Legend
	
	2

	Map Title & Compass Rose
	
	2

	Neatness & Effort
	
	1

	Total Points
	
	20
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