Unit 4:  Foundations of Western Ideas
Chapter 9: Ancient Greece
Section 2: Government in Athens
Pages 262 - 267

Government in Athens
Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: The people of Athens tried many different forms of government before creating a democracy.
	· MAIN IDEA #1

Aristocrats and tyrants ruled early Athens.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Athens created the world’s first democracy.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Ancient democracy was different than modern democracy.


Key Terms and People
	· democracy

	· aristocrats
	· oligarchy


	· citizens


	· tyrant
	· Pericles


Main Idea #1:  Aristocrats and Tyrants Rule
1. What were Greek tyrants like?

2. Why was Athens considered at one point an oligarchy?

3. Why did many Athenians support the rule of tyrants?

Main Idea #2:  The World’s First Democracy
4. Who was the father of democracy in Athens?

5. Why were slaves sent to round up citizens?
6. Why was a smaller council of officials necessary?

7.
How did voting take place in the assembly?
8. Why did assembly meet outdoors?

Main Idea #3:  Ancient vs. Modern Democracy
9. What is a direct democracy?

10. How does a representative democracy work?

11. Why didn’t the United States establish a direct democracy?

Theme Connection:  Geography and Politics
Geography:

       
Politics:
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