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Judaism over the Centuries

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: Although they were forced out of Israel by the Romans, shared beliefs and customs helped Jews maintain their religion.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

Revolt, defeat, and migration led to great changes in Jewish culture.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Because Jews settled in different parts of the world, two cultural traditions formed.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Jewish traditions and holy days celebrate their history and religion.


Key Terms and People

	· zealots


	· rabbis

	· Passover
	· High Holy Days


Main Idea #1:  Revolt, defeat, and migration led to great changes in Jewish culture.

1. Who were the Zealots?

2. Why did the Jews revolt against the Romans?

3. Why was the Roman destruction of the Second Temple so devastating to the Jews?

4. How did the nature of Judaism change after the loss of the Second Temple?

Main Idea #2:  Because Jews settled in different parts of the world, two cultural traditions formed.

5. What language did each Jewish cultural tradition develop?

6. How do the Ashkenazim and Sephardim differ?

Main Idea #3:  Jewish traditions and holy days celebrate their history and religion.

7. What is Hanukkah?

8. What is the most sacred Jewish holiday, and what event does it mark?

9. How do Jewish traditions and holy days unite Jews?

10. What event does Passover celebrate?
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