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The Han Dynasty

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: The Han Dynasty created a new form of government that valued family, art, and learning.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

Han dynasty government was based on the ideas of Confucius.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Family life strengthened Han China.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

The Han made many achievements in art, literature, and learning.


Key Terms and People

	· sundial


	· seismograph
	· acupuncture




Main Idea #1:  Han Dynasty Government.

1. What changes did Liu Bang bring to China??

2. How did Wudi strengthen china’s government?

3. Would you rather have lived under the rule of Liu Bang or Wudi?  Why?

4. Whose teachings were the foundation for government during the Han dynasty?

5. Do you think that an exam system is the best way to make sure that people are fairly chosen for government jobs?  Why or why not?

Main Idea #2:  Family Life.
6. What were the social classes in Han China?

7. Why were wealthy merchants in the lowest class?

8. How were Han social classes different than most social divisions?

9. Describe the son’s role in the family.

Main Idea #3:  Han Achievements
10. What device did the Chinese invent to measure the strength of earthquakes?

11. What were some of the cultural and scientific achievements of the Han?

12. How did the fu style of poetry differ from the shi style?  

13. What do you think was the most important invention of the Han dynasty?  Why?

Theme Connection:  Politics and Society & Culture
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