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The Qin Dynasty

Social Studies Reading Guide

	THE BIG IDEA: Confucius and other philosophers taught ways to deal with political and social problems in ancient China.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The first Qin emperor created a strong but strict government.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

A unified China was created through Qin policies and achievements.

	Key Terms and People

	· Shi Huangdi


	· Great Wall


Main Idea #1:  The first Qin emperor created a strong but strict government.

1. How did Shi Huangdi prevent future revolts in his territory?

2. How did Shi Huangdi change China’s old political system?

3. What does the title Shi Huangdi mean?

4. After unifying China, why did Shi Huangdi divide the country into military districts?

5. If you were a scholar who lived in China under Shi Huangdi’s rule, how might you have reacted if you heard about the book burnings?

Main Idea #2:  A unified China was created through Qin policies and achievements.

6. What steps did Shi Huangdi take to unify China?

7. Why did Shi Huangdi standardize many elements of Chinese life?

8. Why was the Great Wall built?

9. In your opinion was Shi Huangdi a good ruler?
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