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The Zhou Dynasty and New Ideas

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: Confucius and other philosophers taught ways to deal with political and social problems in ancient China.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The Zhou dynasty expanded China but then declined.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Confucius offered ideas to bring order to Chinese society.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Daoism and Legalism also gained followers.


Key Terms and People

	· lords


	· peasants
	· Confucius

	· ethics
	· Confucianism
	· Daoism



	· Laozi
	· Legalism
	


Main Idea #1:  The Zhou dynasty expanded China but then declined.

1. What was the Zhou Dynasty?

2. How did the Zhou use the mandate of heaven to justify their overthrow of the Shang?

3. How did the new Zhou political order affect society?

4. Why did the king’s armies not rush to help him when invaders reached the capital in 771 BC?

5. What was the Warring State period?

6. Why do you think the decline of the Zhou weakened the Chinese family structure?

Main Idea #2:  Confucius offered ideas to bring order to Chinese society.
7. Why did Confucius believe that China needed to return to ethics?

8. What was Confucius’s view about how a family should be structured?

Main Idea #3:  Daoism and Legalism also gained followers.
9. What is Daoism?

10. Who was Laozi?

11. What did Legalists believe society needed?  
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