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THE BIG IDEA: Chinese civilization began in China along the Huang He.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

China’s physical geography made farming possible but travel & communication difficult.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Civilization began along the Huang He & Chang Jiang rivers.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

China’s first dynasties helped Chinese society develop & made many other achievements.


Key Terms and People

	· Jade

	· Oracle
	


Main Idea #1:  Physical Geography
1. What were ancient China’s 2 great rivers?
2. Why is the Huang He sometimes called China’s sorrow?
3. Which region in ancient China do you think would have the hardest place to live and why?
Main Idea #2:  Civilization Begins
4. How did the floods along the rivers help the Chinese people?
5. What information have burial sites provided about the culture of early China?

6. Why do you think some of the homes of the ancient Chinese were partially underground?

Main Idea #3:  First Dynasties
7. According to ancient stories, what was the first Chinese dynasty, and who was its founder?

8. Why were the ancient stories about the Xia rulers important?

9. What advances were made during the Shang dynasty?  

10. How difficult would daily life have been for farmers during the Shang dynasty?

Theme Connection:  Politics and Society & Culture

11. Draw a pyramid showing the social structure during the Shang dynasty – 

Politics:

Society & Culture:

Name:
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