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Indian Achievements
Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: The people of ancient India Made great contributions to the                arts and sciences.
	· MAIN IDEA #1

Indian artists created great works of religious art.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Sanskrit literature flourished during the Gupta period.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

The Indians made scientific advances in metalworking, medicine, and other sciences.


Key Terms and People
	· metallurgy

	· alloys
	· Hindu-Arabic numerals


	· inoculation


	· astronomy
	


Main Idea #1:  Indian artists created art
1. What did Hindu temples of the Gupta period look like?

2. What is unusual about the temple at Ajanta?

3. How did Hindu temples change over time?

4. How can you tell that Indian artists were well respected?

Main Idea #2:  Sanskrit literature flourished 
5. Who was Kalidasa?

6. What is the Bhagavad Gita?

7. How is the theme of the Mahabharata different from the theme of the Ramayana?

8. How may the Panchatantra be similar to Aesop’s Fables?  Why were they written?

Main Idea #3:  Metalworking, medicine, and other sciences
9. What were some operations that Indian surgeons could perform?

10. How were metallurgy and alloys connected?

11.
Why do you think the concept of zero was so important?

Theme Connection:  Religion and Society & Culture
       Religious:

       Society & Culture:
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