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Indian Empires

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: The Mauryas and the Guptas built great empires in India.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The Mauryan Empire unified most of India.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Gupta rulers promoted Hinduism in their empire.


Key Terms and People

	· Candragupta Maurya


	· Candra Gupta II



	· Asoka


	


Main Idea #1:  The Mauryan Empire unified most of India.

1. Who was Candragupta Maurya?

2. What was Candragupta Maurya’s government like??

3. How did becoming a Buddhist change Asoka’s behavior?

4. Why do you think many people consider Asoka the greatest of all Mauryan rulers?

Main Idea #2:  Gupta rulers promoted Hinduism in their empire.
5. What was India like after the fall of Mauryan Empire?

6. Who were Candra Gupta I and Candra Gupta II?

7. Why did the Gupta rulers support the caste system?

8. How do you think India would be different today if the Gupta rulers had not taken over?

9. How were the rulers Candragupta Maurya and Candra Gupta I alike and how were they different?
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