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Origins of Hinduism

Social Studies Reading Guide

	THE BIG IDEA: Hinduism, the largest religion in India today, developed out of ancient Indian beliefs and practices.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

Indian society divided into distinct groups under the Aryans.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

The Aryans practiced a religion known as Brahmanism.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Hinduism developed out of Brahmanism and influenced from other cultures.
	· MAIN IDEA #4

The Jains reacted to Hinduism by breaking away to form their own religion.


	Key terms and people

	· Varnas


	· reincarnation
	· Jainism


	· Caste System



	· karma


	· Hinduism
	· nonviolence
	


Main Idea #1:  Indian society divided into distinct groups under the Aryans.
1. What were the four Varnas?

2. What were some rules described in the sutras?

3. What could happen to someone who broke caste rules?

Main Idea #2:  The Aryans practiced a religion known as Brahmanism.

4. What is the Rigveda. and when was it written?

5. How did the Upanishads differ from other Vedic texts?

6. Why did priests place sacrifices into a fire?

Main Idea #3:  Hinduism developed out of Brahmanism and influenced from other cultures.

7. According to Hindu belief, what are the three major forms of Brahman?

8. What led to the development of Hinduism?

9. What is karma?

Main Idea #4  The Jains reacted to Hinduism by breaking away to form their own religion.

10.  On whose teachings was Jainism based?

11. How did Jainism differ from Hinduism?

12. How may converting to Jainism affect one’s daily life?
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