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Geography and Early India

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: Indian civilization first developed on the Indus river.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The geography of India includes high mountains, great rivers, and heavy seasonal rain.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Harappan civilization developed along the Indus River.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

The Aryan invasion of India changed the region’s civilization.


Key Terms and People

	· subcontinent


	· Sanskrit



	· monsoons
	


Main Idea #1:  The geography of India includes high mountains, great rivers, and heavy seasonal rain.
1. What is the shape of the Indian subcontinent?

2. How was the geography of the northeastern part of the subcontinent different from the northwestern?

3. Why may Indian farmers consider the monsoons both a blessing and a curse?

Main Idea #2:  Harappan civilization developed along the Indus River.
4. What were the 2 main cities of the Harrapan civilization?

5. When did the Harrapan civilization thrive?

6. What are some explanations for why Harrapa and Mohenjo-Daro were very similar?

7. How did Harrapans use seals?

8. What are some characteristics of the cities of Harrapa and Mohenjo-Daro?

9. Recall what you know about Ancient Egypt. How does the Harrapans’ control of the countryside east and west of the Indus River compare to the Egyptians’ control of the Nile Valley?

Main Idea #3:  The Aryan invasion of India changed the region’s civilization.
10. From where did the Aryans come?

11. How was the Aryan civilization different from the Harrapan?

12. What skills and tools did the Aryans have that helped them conquer the Indus Valley?

13. Why are the Vedas so important to us today?

14. What is Sanskrit?

15. Why did the Aryans memorize their poems and hymns?
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