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The Middle and New Kingdoms

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: During the Middle and New Kingdoms, order and greatness were restored in Egypt.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The Middle Kingdom was period of stable government between periods of disorder
	· MAIN IDEA #2

The New Kingdom was the peak of Egyptian trade and military power, but their greatness did not last.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Work and daily life were different among Egypt’s social classes.


Key Terms and People

	· Middle Kingdom


	· New Kingdom


	· trade routes



	· Queen Hatshepsut


	· Ramses the Great




Main Idea #1:  The Middle Kingdom was a period of stable government between periods of disorder.

1. Where were the Hyksos from?

2. What were two reasons the pharaohs’ power declined at the end of the Old Kingdom?

3. What may the Hyksos conquest indicate about Egypt’s level of technological advance?

Main Idea #2:  The New Kingdom was the peak of Egyptian trade and military power, but their greatness did not last

4. Who was the Hatshepsut?

5. What weakened the New Kingdom?

6. Why do you think leaders of the New Kingdom wanted to control all of the eastern Mediterranean shore?

Main Idea #3:  Work and daily life were different among Egypt’s social classes

7. What kinds of writing did scribes do?

8. Why did the pharaohs value talented architects?

9. Who made up the majority of Egypt’s population?

10. What special challenge faced artists who painted a pharaoh’s burial chamber?
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