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The Old Kingdom
Social Studies Reading Guide
THE BIG IDEA: Egyptian Government and Religion were closely connected during the Old Kingdom.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

Life in the Old Kingdom was influenced by pharaohs, roles in society, and trade.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Religion shaped Egyptian life.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

The pyramids were built as huge tombs for Egyptian Pharaohs


Key Terms and People

	· Old Kingdom
· Khufu
· Nobles
· Afterlife


	· Mummies
· Elite

· Pyramids

· engineering




Main Idea #1:  Life in the Old Kingdom 
1. How long did the Old Kingdom last?

2. What responsibility did the pharaoh have that balanced his high status?

3. What may be some advantages and disadvantages of such a large segment of the population being farmers, servants, and slaves?

Main Idea #2:  Religion and Egyptian Life
4. Who was the Egyptian sun god?  What else did the main Egyptian gods represent?
5. How is the portrayal of Horus connected to the god’s function in Egyptian mythology?

6. Why might Egyptians have worshipped the god’s differently?

7. How did the Egyptians see the afterlife?

8. How was the Ka different from the body?

9. How would you expect a pharaoh to be drawn on the walls of his tomb?

10. Why did the Egyptians believe it was important to preserve the physical body?

11. How did burial practices vary among Egypt’s social classes?

	Main Idea #2:  The Pyramids


12. How many limestone blocks did the great Pyramid require?

13. How would the invention of large animal-drawn wheeled vehicles have affected pyramid construction?

14. How large was the Great Pyramid’s base?

15. How did pyramid design change?

16. Why were the tunnels that led to the pharaoh’s burial chamber sealed after his death?

17. Why did Egyptians want the pyramids to be spectacular?
18. Do you think the Egyptians were gloomy and obsessed by death?
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