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Geography and Early Egypt

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: Popes and kinds dominated European society in the Middle Ages.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

Egypt was called the “gift of the Nile” because the Nile River was so important.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Civilization developed after people began farming along the Nile.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Strong kings unified all of Egypt.


Key Terms and People
	· cataracts

	· delta

	· Menes


	· pharaoh


	· dynasty


	


Main Idea #1:  The Gift of the Nile
1. How much of Egypt’s fertile farmland was located in the Nile Delta and why was this a well suited environment for farming?

2. Why was it important to the Egyptians that the Nile’s flooding was consistent?

3. How might the Nile’s cataracts have both helped and hurt Egypt?

Main Idea #2:  Civilization Develops in Egypt
4. How did farmers use the Nile to grow their crops?

5. What foods did the Egyptians eat?

6. Why might the ruins of early Egyptian settlements lack evidence of protective walls?

Main Idea #3:  Kings Unify Egypt
7. How did the pharaoh’s crown display the unification of Egypt?

8. Do you think Menes made a good choice in building his capital city at Memphis? Why or why not?
9.   Which part of Egypt – Upper or Lower – do you think was more valuable to a ruler? Why?
      10.   What does the title pharoah mean?

      11.   Where did the First Dynasty extend its power? How did the first dynasty end?

Theme Connection:  Geography and Religion – Explain how these 2 terms are related to Ancient Egypt
       Geography:

       Religion:

HOLT CA Social Studies:  Medieval to Early Modern Times


