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The Rise of Sumer

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: The Sumerians developed the first civilization in Mesopotamia.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The Sumerians created the world’s first advanced society
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Religion played a major roll in Sumerian society


Key Terms and People

	· rural


	· urban


	· city-state



	· Gilgamesh


	· Sargon
	· empire

	· polytheism
	· priests
	· social hierarchy


Main Idea #1:  The Sumerians created the world’s first advanced society

1. Where and how did most Sumerians live?

2. What were city-states, and how did they get along with each other?

3. How was Sargon able to build the first empire?

Main Idea #2:  Religion played a major role in Sumerian society

4. What is polytheism?

5. What kind of powers did Sumerians believe their gods possessed?

6. Why did priests gain high status in Sumer?

7. Who made up the middle ranks of society?

8. Why might Enheduanna have had an easier time than other women in becoming a writer?  What hurdles might she still have faced?

Theme Connection:  Politics and Science & Technology
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