Unit 2:  Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush

Chapter 3:  Mesopotamia and the Fertile Crescent

Section I:  Geography of the Fertile Crescent
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Geography of the Fertile Crescent

Social Studies Reading Guide
THE BIG IDEA: The valleys of the Tigris & Euphrates rivers were the site of the world’s first civilizations.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The rivers of Southwest Asia supported the growth of civilization
	· MAIN IDEA #2

New farming techniques led to the growth of new cities


Key Terms and People

	· Fertile Crescent


	· silt
	· irrigation



	· canals


	· surplus
	· division of labor


Main Idea #1:  The rivers of Southwest Asia supported the growth of civilization

1. What does Mesopotamia mean?

2. On what rivers did Mesopotamia develop?

3. What is the Fertile Crescent?

4. When and how were farming settlements established in Mesopotamia?  

Main Idea #2:  New farming techniques led to the growth of new cities

5. How did irrigation help farmers?

6. What effects did irrigation have on farming settlements?

7. How might big construction projects like the building of canals and large buildings lead to laws and government?
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