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	The Big Idea

Main Ideas

Scientist Study Remains

Hominids and Early Humans
Stone Age Tools

The First Tools

Later Tools

Hunter-gatherer Societies
Society

Language, Art, and Religion

Summary
	Prehistoric people learned to adapt to their environment, to make simple tools, to use fire, and to use language.
1.

Scientists study the remains of early humans to learn about prehistory.

2.

Hominids and early humans first appeared in East Africa millions of years ago.

3.

Stone Age tools grew more complex as time passed.

4.

Hunter-gatherer societies developed language, art, and religion.

· writing was not invented until about _______ years ago
· Historians call the time before there was writing _____________
· Mary Leakey in 1959 found bones in East Africa that were more than 1.5 million years old
· hominid (HAH-muh-nuhd), an early ancestor of humans. 
· An ________________ is a relative who lived in the past
· Johanson named his find __________. Tests showed that she lived more than 3 million years ago
· Australopithecus: name means “________________________,” appeared in Africa about 4-5 million years ago, stood upright and walked on two legs, brain was about one-third size of modern humans
· Homo habilis, or “__________________________”
· Leakey and his son Richard believed that Homo habilis was more closely related to modern humans than Lucy and had a larger brain. 3 million years ago
· Used early stone tools for ____________________ and scraping
· Homo erectus, or “_________________________.” Scientists think these people walked completely upright like modern people do. 1.5 million years ago
· Homo erectus knew how to control ___________________
· people used it to cook food, fire also gave them heat and protection against animals
· Homo sapiens, or “__________________________________”
· appeared in Africa about 200,000 years ago.  
· Every person alive today belongs to this group
· archaeologists divide the Stone Age into three periods based on the kinds of tools used at the time
· __________________ is any handheld object that has been modified to help a person accomplish a task
· The first part of the Stone Age is called the Paleolithic (pay-lee-uh-LI-thik) Era, or _____________________. It lasted until about 10,000 years ago. During this time people used stone tools.
· Scientists have found the oldest tools in Tanzania, a country in ____________________________________
· 2.6 million years old
· Each stone had been struck with another rock to create a _________________, jagged edge along one side
· The sharp edge could be used to cut, chop, or scrape roots, bones, or meat
· ________________________________: they often made this tool out of a mineral called flint
· People used hand axes to break tree limbs, to dig, and to cut animal hides
· By attaching a _______________________________ to a stone point, for example, they invented the spear
· Among the animals hunted by Stone Age people were deer, horses, bison, and elephantlike creatures called mammoths
· A ___________________ is a community of people who share a common culture.
· These societies developed cultures with languages, religions, and art.
· The early humans of the Stone Age were hunter-gatherers—people who hunt animals and gather wild plants, seeds, fruits, and nuts to survive
· Anthropologists believe that most Stone Age hunters were men who hunted in ________________________
· Women in hunter-gatherer societies probably took responsibility for collecting plants to eat. They likely stayed near camps and took _______________________________
· The most important development of early Stone Age culture was _________________________________: made it easier for people to resolve issues like how to distribute food, and developed as a way for people to form relationships
· People carved figures out of ________________________________. They painted and carved images of people and animals on cave walls.
· Perhaps the cave paintings were used to teach people how to hunt, or maybe they had _____________________meanings.



