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Alexander the Great

Social Studies Reading Guide

	BIG IDEA: Alexander the Great built a huge empire and helped spread Greek culture into Egypt and Asia.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

Macedonia conquered Greece in the 300s B.C.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

Alexander the Great built an empire that united much of Europe, Asia, and Egypt.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

The Hellenistic kingdoms formed from Alexander’s empire blended Greek and other cultures.


	Key Terms and People

	· Philip II



	· phalanx



	· Alexander the Great
	· Hellenistic


Main Idea #1:  Macedonia conquered Greece in the 300s B.C.

1. In your own words define the term phalanx.

2. Philip wanted to conquer the Persian Empire.  Was he successful? Why or why not?

3. After Athens and Thebes were defeated by Philip, why did the rest of Greece agree to make Philip their leader?

Main Idea #2:  Alexander the Great built an empire that united much of Europe, Asia, and Egypt.

4. Why is Alexander called “the Great”?

5. Using the information on this page and in the map of Alexander’s empire, summarize Alexander’s efforts to conquer the world.

6. How did Alexander help spread Greek culture throughout his empire?

7. Why did Alexander model new cities after the cities of Greece?

Main Idea #3:  The Hellenistic kingdoms formed from Alexander’s empire blended Greek and other cultures.

10. What happened to Alexander’s empire after his death?

11. Do you think that Alexander was successful as a conqueror?  Should he be called “the Great”?

Theme Connection:  Politics and Society and Culture

 Politics :

Society and Culture:

Name:
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