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Sparta and Athens

Social Studies Reading Guide

	BIG IDEA: The two most powerful city-states in Greece, Sparta and Athens, had very different cultures and became bitter enemies in the 400s B.C.

	· MAIN IDEA #1

The Spartans built a military society to provide security and protection.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

The Athenians admired the mind and the arts in addition to physical abilities.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Sparta and Athens fought over who would have power and influence in Greece.


	Key Terms and People

	· alliance



	· Peloponnesian War




Main Idea #1:  The Spartans built a military society to provide security and protection.

1. According to legend, who was responsible for the beginnings of the Spartan social system?

2. What two qualities did the Spartans think were the most important in a good soldier?

3. In a society organized such as Sparta was, why might women have more rights and responsibilities than a society organized as Athens was?

4. How many kings officially ruled Sparta?

5. Why did Spartan elected officials have more power than the kings?

Main Idea #2:  The Athenians admired the mind and the arts in addition to physical abilities.

6. What are the Athenian girls taught?

7. What was the basic difference between life in Sparta and life in Athens?

8. Considering only Sparta and Athens, in which city-state would you rather have lived?

Main Idea #3:  Sparta and Athens fought over who would have power and influence in Greece.

10. Why did many states form an alliance against Athens?

11. What happened to the Delian League?

12. Which city-state won the Peloponnesian War?

Theme Connection:  Politics and Society and Culture

 Politics :

Society and Culture:

Name:
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