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Studying History

Social Studies Reading Guide

THE BIG IDEA: Historians use many kinds of clues to understand how people lived in the past.
	· MAIN IDEA #1

History is the study of the past.
	· MAIN IDEA #2

We can improve our understanding of people’s actions and beliefs through the study of history.
	· MAIN IDEA #3

Historians use clues from various sources to learn about the past.


	Key Terms

	· history
	· culture
	· archaeology

	· fossil
	· artifacts
	· primary sources

	· secondary sources


Main Idea #1:  History is the study of the past.
1. Who are historians?

2. What kinds of information contribute to an understanding of people’s culture?

3. What might the discovery of an ancient people’s dishes tell us about how they live?

Main Idea #2:  We can improve our understanding of people’s actions and beliefs through the study of history.
4. Name two groups of Americans who might interpret our country’s history differently.
5. How does history help citizens around the world know their own countries better?
6. What may tomorrow’s history books say about today’s world?

7. How do you learn about other topics when studying history?

8. How is the saying about forgetting the past similar to the view of Greek historian Polybius?

Main Idea #3:  Historians use clues from various sources to learn about the past.
9. What is a fossil?

10. How do fossils and artifacts help teach us about the past?

11. What are some things that historians of tomorrow may see as primary sources?
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